Alexander Hamilton HSA Meeting Minutes
October 12, 2011
Attendance
Mary Francis
Jenn Smith 
Carolyn Opipari
Diane Barilla Kay 
JoAnn Van Sciver 
Rachelle Galant

Josephine Noone 
Diane Marum 
Adam Smith
DJ Smith
Davala Crofford
Amy Wall
Lynn Boucher


Call to Order: The meeting began with a CABAS and AIL in the Classroom Presentation at 7:05pm. The HSA meeting was called to order at 8:45pm.

Welcome: Diane Barille Kay thanked everyone for coming.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the September 2011 meeting were approved. 
Principal's Report: Josephine Noone 

· Thank you to Dr. Greer, Dr. Corwin, Ms. Lyons, Miss Hill and Mrs. Wiehe for their excellent presentation on the CABAS/AIL Program.

· We are happy to announce that we are now able to use all of the classrooms on the ground floor except the science room for instruction (which will be ready soon-they are currently laying the floor). The kitchen and gymnasium are still undergoing repairs. The architect is working on plans for repairing the auditorium. Sunrise is now in Room 9. Sunset and all morning band/orchestra rehearsals continue in the Library.

· On Oct 11, there was an attempted luring of a child on Lake Road. The description of the car was different than the earlier attempt (on Sussex Ave), but it is possible that it was the same man.

· Homework Policy-There have been some questions regarding the practice of giving after-school detention to students who do not complete their homework 3 times. This is not a new policy and our Student Problem Report always contained a check-off box for “consistently missing homework.” I announced this policy to all students this year when I talked about our Character Code and explained the trait of Responsibility. I told students that it was their responsibility to complete their homework regularly. If a student misses 3 homework assignments within a one to two-week period, he/she will receive detention. This is not meant as a punitive measure and we will not give detention to a child who misses 3 homework assignments over the course of an entire year. Please feel free to email me at any time with questions and concerns about this policy or any other school policy.

· Tutorial Services-According to MSD Policy, paid private tutoring is not allowed on school premises. Also, teachers are not allowed to provide paid private tutoring to students currently in their class.

· Please remember that the Morris School District no longer sends home flyers. Go to the MSD or AH websites and click on Digital Backpack to view all flyers. AH is also going paperless. We will be posting all information on our website and sending it out via ENews and eblast this year. We sent home flyers with information about how to sign up for ENews and eblasts. Please be sure to join ENews by sending a blank email to: join-alexanderhamilton@msd.listserve.us. If you do not have access to email we will send home hard copies of important information.

· We will have our first “Evacuation Situation” practice drill in the afternoon beginning at approximately 1:20 pm on Thursday, October 13, 2011. We will evacuate to Morristown High School, which is our designated evacuation site in case of an actual Evacuation Situation. Due to the flooding which has left us without an auditorium, we are combining our evacuation drill with our first cultural arts assembly of the year. We will remain in the MHS Auditorium for the Freestyle Repertory Theatre Performance from 1:45-2:45 pm. We will return to AH after the performance and we will have a normal dismissal. Parents/Guardians are invited to attend the performance and may meet us at the MHS Auditorium.  

· School Violence Awareness Week begins October 17th. During the month of October, teachers will be focusing on two lessons from the NJ Bar Foundation Teasing and Bullying Curriculum focusing on using “I” Messages and understanding the difference between “telling” and “tattling”.

· We continue to welcome donations of gently-used children’s books that your children are no longer reading. The teachers really appreciate these additions to their classroom libraries. The book drop is located across from the main office.

· Please remember our Party Nutrition Guidelines which can be found in the Parent Handbook that is posted on our website. (Halloween is coming up!)

· Curriculum Updates:

· Grade 4 Reader’s Theatre Residency-Beginning October 6th
 “Readers Theatre” is a dramatic presentation of a written work in script form focusing on vocal expression. Over the course of 6 weeks, each 4th grade class will be working with a teaching artist from the Community Theatre, to study and perform teacher-selected “Readers Theatre” scripts.  Through movement/vocal games and written exercises, students will be taught the art of storytelling. They will learn how to connect with their characters, interpret text, and read with expressive voices and gestures.  The residency will culminate in the 6th week as students present their stories in a shared setting. (Tentative date is November 17th).

· Everyday Math Online-We have registered every student at AH for Everyday Math Online games this year. A letter has been sent home with every child providing his/her user name and password. Go to https://www.everydaymathonline.com to sign in. Teachers will be sharing information about this online program at Math Night on October 19th.
· Student Success Plans-This year, we are writing Student Success Plans (SSPs) for every child who scored “Not Proficient” (below 200 points) on the Mathematics or Language Arts Literacy Sections of the NJ ASK. SSPs will contain individualized goals linked to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and will be shared with parents at the November Conferences so that we can work together with parents to help every child reach his/her potential.
· NJ ASK Preparation-This year all homeroom teachers are dedicating one period per six-day cycle to test preparation. We have purchased NJ ASK Coach workbooks for every student to ensure that they are familiar with the format of the test. Beginning in February, the test preparation period will take place on D-days at 2:35. 
· Academic After School-This year we are offering Academic After School for Language Arts and Mathematics from November 29th to April 24th on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Spaces in our Academic After School are based on teacher recommendation and are limited so that teachers can give students individual attention. If your child has been recommended for Academic After School, you will receive a letter and permission slip in early November. 
· Past Events in September/October:

· We had a wonderful turn out on Back to School Night!

· We had great weather for our Walk-a-thon. Thank you to all the parents who came out to cheer us on.

· Upcoming Events in October/November:

· October 13th—Emergency Evacuation Situation Drill (We will evacuate to MHS at 1:20 p.m. with assistance from the Morristown PD.) & Freestyle Repertory Theatre Assembly at MHS 1:45-2:45pm (We will return to school for a regular dismissal.)

· October 17-20—Book Fair 

· October 19th—Math Night-6:30pm-8:00pm/Book Fair open 6:00-8:30pm

· October 31st —Halloween Parade 2:30pm

· November 7th and 9th-1:30 dismissal-conferences (Mon. 2-6:30, Wed. 2-6)

· November 8th— SCHOOL IS IN SESSION-1:30 DISMISSAL
· November 9th—End of the 1st Marking Period

· November 10th and 11th—NJEA Convention (schools closed)

· November 14th—Enrichment begins on D days

· November 15th—next HSA meeting 9:30 a.m. (Quest Presentation)

Presidents Council Report:  Diane Barilla Kay reported on the President’s Council meeting with Thomas Ficarra, Superintendent of the Morris School District. 

· PACE presentation
· Andrew Williams spoke about NJ Ask

· e-News is available for the schools, be sure to sign up at 
join-alexanderhamilton@msd.listserve.us

Committee Reports/Thank Yous: 
Thank you’s:

· Katie Skilton, Deb Wild for the walkathon

· School Store

· Lynn Boucher, Sue Lawlor and Sonu Razdan for Terra Cycle
· TerraCycle: We’ve teamed up with TerraCycle (www.terracycle.net) to collect waste, and we need your help!  Many different items are being collected. Bins are outside the Main Office.  The HSA receives a portion of the proceeds, so keep collecting!

· AH School Directory should be out by the end of the week. Will be sent via e-blast, hard copies will be given to anyone without an email address on file

· Book Far Oct 17-20, evening hours during Math Night: volunteers are welcome!
· Math Night will be held Oct 20: Come out and enjoy math night!
· Come learn about our math program and engage in some fun and educational activities including Everyday Math Games/Online, fluency games/activities, and open-ended problem solving using our HSCE (Happy Students Can Explain) Problem Solving Protocol.  School-age siblings are welcome. All children must be accompanied by a supervising adult at all times as this evening is planned as an opportunity for students and family members to engage in math activities together.

· Colonial Challenge: Sunday, Oct. 23rd, 10am, Ginty Field.  Registration is open for the MEF’s Colonial Challenge!  Sign up the whole family for a morning of fun, and be sure to mention that you are representing Alexander Hamilton.  Let’s get all our AH families out there running, jogging, or walking to earn a Bucket of Bucks for our HSA.  Have fun and good luck!

· Walkathon/Fall Fundraiser:  Keep collecting those sponsors!  Sponsor Forms and money are due October 25th. 

· Zebu Fundraiser: Tuesday, Oct. 25th, 6-9 pm at Zebu Forno.  Join us for dinner or takeout in a casual setting.  The AH HSA will receive 20% of all sales.

· Bingo Night has a tentative date scheduled on Nov 19th, if the gym is available

· Reminder, please send in AH forms!

· Box Tops for Education:  AH collects Box Tops!

· Stop & Shop – re-register and select AH as your school
Treasurer's Report: Jennifer Smith reported that t-shirt sales did well, raising $200. There were $3700 in direct donations – this is fantastic, and was more than last year! The carpets purchased as last year’s school gift have arrived for the 4th and 5th grade classrooms.
District Wide Upcoming Events:
· PACE Upcoming Events:

· Autism Spectrum Discussion Group; Wednesday, Oct. 26, 7:30-9 pm, Lafayette Learning Center.

· Holiday Social & Gift Boutique: Thursday, Nov. 3rd, MHS Atrium, 6:30-9 pm.

· ADHD Discussion Group:  Thursday, Nov. 17, 7-9 pm, MHS Cafeteria.
· Rachel's Challenge Parent Presentation: Wednesday, Nov. 2nd at 7pm in the Frelinghuysen Middle School Auditorium

· Nov 17-19th: Lafayette Learning Center Nov wiill be holding a clothing drive, donations will be sold

Adjournment: meeting adjourned at 9:25pm. 

Next Meeting: November 15th, 9:30am, Library
