Alexander Hamilton HSA Meeting Minutes
November 16, 2010

Attendance:
Sue Lawlor
Carla Heath
Debra Broseker

 

Josephine Noone
Glenn Marum
Nadia Davidson
Diane Barilla Kay
Deb Hessels
Ali Delargy
Lynne Boucher
Susan Minehan Kevis
Tricia Rosenkilde
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:32am.
Guest Speaker:  Ms. Trezza spoke about the Quest Program, Morris School District’s gifted and talented program: Children that rank in the top 3-5% usually qualify for the program.  The student’s qualifications are determined by the Naglieri Test, Behavioral Checklists that are filled out by parents and teachers, New Jersey Ask scores and/or the Children’s Progress assessment. The enrichment based program starts in third grade, although Ms. Trezza does coordinate the Second Grade Enrichment program at Hillcrest.  Students for third grade eligibility are currently being determined.  Students that qualify meet several times a week and perform enrichment based programs.  The enrichment based programs include a mock trial and Egyptian studies.  The program allows children to be evaluated yearly to determine eligibility.  Children can enter the program at any grade level between third and eighth grade.  The enrichment based program turns more academic based in sixth through eighth grade.    Please refer to the Alexander Hamilton website and click on Ms. Trezza to learn more about the Quest Program. 
Guest Speaker:  Mr. Schranck spoke with regard to the fifth grade Advisory Council project, “What’s your HOOT?”  Mr. Schranck indicated that each student in the school would identify something that they wanted to achieve for the school year (ex., become a better speller and/or obtain presidential in the half mile).  Students would wear wrist bracelets that say “What’s your Hoot?” to remind them of their goal.  Mr. Schranck presented the idea to determine whether or not the HSA would be willing to purchase the bracelets.  The response from the parents attending was positive.  Mr. Schranck will return to the HSA with a proposal.

Welcome/Thank You’s:   Sue Lawlor thanked:
· Jane Della Perutti, our Baker for the meeting.
· Mrs. Noone and teachers for the Progress Report Presentation at our last meeting.
· Bookfair committee (Dawn Bertha, Katie Skilton, and Diane Kay) and all our volunteers.
· Debra Broseker, Cultural Arts, for Signature Project Assembly.
· Mrs. Murphy for coordinating author, David Adler.  And thanks to all the parents who helped their children write an essay, and for those winners who attended lunch with Mr. Adler.
· Walkathon committee for all their hard work on a successful Fall Fundraiser and all the parents and supporters of the Walkathon.
· All those who donated books. Please continue to donate books; drop box located outside Main Office.
· Weblo’s of Cub Scout Pack 513 for planting bulbs along with Lynne Boucher.
 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the October 2010 meeting were approved.
Literacy Night Book Donation:  Sue Lawlor reported that $500.00 dollars worth of books purchased at the Book Fair for the December 6th Literacy Night which was to be picked up by a District fund was determined to be ineligible.  The books were to be handed out to the first 100 students attending Literacy Night in hopes to draw more students that need books to the Literacy Night.  Mrs. Noone requested that the books be purchased by the HSA. The purchase of the books for Literacy Night was put to a vote and approved.  The purchase of the books would come out of the Book Fair Proceeds.  Mrs. Noone thanked the HSA for the generous donation.

Presidents Council Report: 
Diane Barilla Kay reported on the November 14, 2010 President’s Council meeting with Thomas Ficarra, Superintendent of schools. Dr. Ficarra spoke on the Daily Record article about teacher evaluations.  Dr. Ficarra indicated that the District came up with a rubric for teacher tenure with the help of a select group of teachers and Charlotte Danielson (who wrote a book called “Master Teacher”).  New teachers to the District receive the rubric (along with all the teachers in the District) so there is one common language for all teachers. The teachers know what they will be evaluated on both to receive tenure, and for evaluations.  There are 82 indicators.  No other local districts have this system that we know of.  The philosophy is not to just give someone tenure but to keep only the best teachers. New teachers are also asked to create a Portfolio in each domain.  They must submit lesson plans, best samples of work from students, etc.  The portfolio is presented to the BOE so they have something tangible to look at.  

Ms. Minchello, Principal of FMS spoke about the process of the house structure and house plan of FMS.  Each house is made up of 6th, 7th, and 8th grades (only exception: House 1 has bi-lingual program with approximately 15 students in it).  Each House has staff, Resource Room, Guidance Counselor and an Administrator.  Each House also has a Student Council and House Council.  The houses “cross” during Lunch, P.E., Enrichment, Grade Level Activities and After School Clubs. 

FMS is currently working on the new 5 year plan.  The group will present to Faculty, then BOE, and then to the parents in the spring.  

Mark Manning, Supervisor of Instruction FMS, discussed the Social Studies Curriculum.  In order to ensure that curriculum is properly aligned between middle school and high school, adjustments were made to the sequence of studies at the middle school level. Sixth Grade studies American History Post- Revolutionary War Period through the Reconstruction Period.  Seventh Grade studies the Early Prehistoric Human and Eastern Hemisphere through three time periods Ancient World, Classical Civilization, Modern Day Ancient World, Classical Civilization, Modern Day Egypt, Fertile Crescent, India and China. Eighth Grade studies European history – Ancient Greece/Ancient Rome through the Age of Exploration and Discovery.

Principal's Report: Josephine Noone 
· Thanked Ms. Trezza for presenting information and answering questions about the Quest Program.

· Thanked Mr. Schranck for providing information on “What’s Your Hoot?” a new program created by the 5th Grade Student Advisory Council. Mr. Schranck is the faculty advisor. Look for information about the program coming home soon.

· Thanked Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Heher, and Mrs. Vataker for organizing the Walkathon. We had a lovely fall day, great music, and all students met their goal of walking for 30 minutes. Thank you to the parents who cheered us on!
· Addressed the School In Need of Improvement Plan update: We are gathering information for our plan using a Parent Perception Questionnaire which is available at the meeting today. We are planning on providing an Academic After School Program for Language Arts Literacy for students who need extra support. The Academic After School Program will begin on November 30th.  We are also providing tutoring through American Tutor for students who qualify based on economic need.

· Cool the Earth update: This month we are encouraging students to pack waste-free lunches.   101 students brought in waste free lunches on Wednesday, November 10th.  Please continue to send in Cool the Earth Action Coupons. Students should place them in the gold box by Room 17 (Mrs. Ferraiolo’s classroom). Thank you to Mrs. Razdan and Miss Monetti’s class for publicizing our Cool the Earth Environmental Program.

· Please email (josephine.noone@msdk12.net) or call Mrs. Noone with feedback on Math Night and Parent/Teacher conferences.

· Please support our goal of raising $500 with Super Stop and Shop A+ Bonus Bucks by March 25th.  If we raise $500, Mrs. Noone will color her hair blue and gold for the Student Staff Volleyball game on April 1st.
· Curriculum updates:

· Students will begin using Rosetta Stone to learn Spanish in December. Every class will visit the Computer Lab for one 40-minute class period every 6-day cycle to use Rosetta Stone. This is an interactive, on-line program that is completely individualized. Students will go through the program at their own pace. Students will receive user names and passwords so that they can use the program anywhere they have access to a computer. We are purchasing two headsets for every classroom so that students may use Rosetta Stone in the classrooms as well as in the Computer Lab.

· Congratulations to Mrs. McLain who received a $363 Mathematics, Science and Technology Education Grant from FirstEnergy for Electric Question/Quiz Boards.  Fourth grade students will create the boards, which will be displayed at our Art & Science Fair on June 1st. 

· We are piloting the Everyday Math Online Program this year. Every child has a user name and password and has access to the Student Reference Book and math games on line. Go to https://www.everydaymathonline.com to sign in.

· 4th Grade teachers will attend professional development on Reading Workshop with Olivia Wahl on November 29th.  3rd Grade teachers will attend Reading Workshop professional development with Olivia Wahl on December 13th.

· Beginning in January, Third Grade classes will participate in a Community Theatre Residency focused on New Jersey. 

· Past Events in October/November:

· Students and staff enjoyed the Signature Project Assembly on October 22nd.

· We had a wonderful Halloween Celebration and photographs of the parade are posted outside the Main Office. Thank you to parents/guardians for sending in healthy treats and appropriate costumes. Thank you to Mrs. Rosenkilde for taking the photographs and to Mr. McElwee for creating the bulletin board. 

· On November 9th, the students and teachers enjoyed presentations by our visiting author David Adler.

· We would like to thank the Rotary Club for donating and presenting dictionaries to all of our 3rd Grade students on November 10th.

· On November 12th we had a successful Emergency Evacuation Situation Drill (postponed from 11/8 due to the weather). We evacuated all students and staff to MHS beginning at 1:30 pm with assistance from the Morristown Police Department. Students exhibited exemplary behavior and we were all back at Alexander Hamilton School by 1:54 pm.

· Upcoming Events in November/December/January:

· November 17th and 23rd – Waste-Free Lunches 

· November 19th 7:00-8:30 pm – Family Bingo Night

· November 24th-1:30 Dismissal

· November 25th&26th-Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)

· December 6th-First Annual Literacy Night

· December 7th&8th-Holiday Shop in Room 23

· December 16th 1:00 pm-Winter Concert

· December 20th-Staff Appreciation (gift bags of cookies)

· December 22nd-1:30 Dismissal

· December 23rd-January 2nd-School Closed for Winter Recess

· January 12th 7:00 pm- next HSA meeting 

· January 13th 10:30-11:20 am-Life Skills/Bread-Baking Program (4th and 5th Grade students will learn how to bake bread and go home with all of the ingredient to bake 2 loaves of bread-one for home and one to donate to the Community Soup Kitchen in Morristown.)

· January 28th 6:00-8:00 pm-Family Fun Night 

Committee Reports:
· Walkathon:  Announcement of winning students and classes, and prize distribution on Thursday, 11/18 at 2pm.  Winning classes will receive a pizza party on 11/22.

· Boxtops: First collection was on 10/21.

· Mini Grants: Mrs. Brown for weaving materials for Ecology Center/Enrichment (approved); Mrs. Camelotto/Cary for yoga mats (pending).

· After School Clubs (Abby Mehlin); clubs will begin in January and run to March.  Tentatively scheduled are: Basketball, Cheerleading, Crunchy Bug Magazine, and Soccer.  Additional clubs are being pursued.

· Staff Appreciation:  Dec. 20th; the Committee will be sending a request out for bakers to donate cookies.  More information to come.

· Cool the Earth:  Waste Free Lunches are ongoing in November.

· Cool the Earth:  2 fundraisers planned:  Reusable water bottles and reusable bags.  Tentative kickoff in March.

· AH Spirit Wear will be sold in January.  Spirit Week is last week in March.

· Cultural Arts:  4th Grade "Virtual author visit" with Candace Fleming in March (tentatively scheduled for March). 

· 5th Grade Yearbook:  Committee will meet to discuss preparations for this year's project.

Treasurers Report:
Diane Barilla Kay reported for Jennifer Smith that the Book Fair proceeds were $4,018.  This number will reduce due to Literacy Night Book Donation. The Walkathon proceeds were now at $6,001 while some additional donations may still be incoming.  Thank you to everyone who helped make the Walkathon and Book Fair successful.
 

New Business:

· Family Fun Night (1/28):  5th grade parent and hairdresser, JoAnne DiNapoli, will be doing hair extensions again this year.

· PACE Events:

· Support Group on Wed, 11/17th @ 9:30am at Hillcrest in the music room.

· Presentation by Dr. Jed Baker on February 10th, 7pm in the MHS Auditorium.  This presentation is funded by a grant provided to us from MEF.  Dr. Baker, a child psychologist, will speak on social skills.  All parents and staff members are welcome to attend.

· Rick Lavoie FAT City Workshop presentation again in January.  They will have a morning and evening showing.  Dates and times are TBD.

· PACE would like to extend a BIG THANK YOU to all who attended the fundraiser last week.  They appreciate all the support.  

· 5th Grade Calendar additions (add to AH website):  Talent Show (3/17) - revised from 3/23 rehearsal and 3/24; Tempe Wick House (4/11-4/12); Sandy Hook (5/19); Picnic @ Ginty (6/10-raindate 6/13). 

Old Business:
· A+ Bonus Bucks program is up and running.  Register your Stop&Shop card online and enter our id#07524.  Flyers were distributed with this info.  The program issued a Principal's Challenge and we would like to reach a $500 goal by program's end on 3/25.  If goal is attained, Mrs. Noone will paint her hair blue and yellow for the Student/Staff Volleyball game at the end of Spirit Week.

· Digital Backpack and flyers:  we have discontinued the attachment of flyers to the weekly e-blast, but rather listing them and providing links to the backpack.

· AH Directory and new pickup notepads have been distributed.

· District Wide Upcoming Events

· Morristown’s Got Talent tryouts will be held on Saturday, December 18th at MHS.  (The deadline to register is December 1st)  Morristown’s Got Talent will be held on February 23, 2011 at the Community Theatre to benefit the Morris Educational Foundation.

· The 4th Annual Ladies Night Out will be held on Friday, November 12 at 7:30 to benefit Project Graduation at the High School.  $20/ticket.

· The LLC will be hosting a Clothing Drive and Dance Friday, November 12.  Families in need of clothing are invited to attend; they will receive a bag of clothing.  Please bring any donations to the LLC.

· Woodland School will be hosting a Holly Berry Boutique on November 18th.
· Thursday, November 11th: all are welcome to MHS PAC meeting at 7p.m.  They will be discussing the redesign of the HS.

Adjournment: meeting adjourned at 11:43am.
 
Next Meeting: January 12th, 7:00 pm. CABAS and AIL in the Classroom Presentation.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynne Boucher, Day Secretary
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