Alexander Hamilton HSA Meeting Minutes
March 30, 2011
Attendance 
Sue Lawlor
Karen McAllister 
Nancy Caputo

Diane Barilla Kay 
JoAnn Van Sciver 
Katie Skilton 

Josephine Noone 
Lynne Boucher 
Lorene Niles
Orsi Hubert
Diane Marum
James Danza

Qwenette McPaul
Deb Wild
Eileen Criscione
Karen Weintraub
Ali DeLargy

Call to Order: The meeting began with a CABAS/AIL Presentation at 7:10pm. The HSA meeting was called to order at 8:32pm.

Guest Speaker:

Dr. Delgado, Miss Hill, Mrs. Wiehe, and Mrs. VanDerhoef presented information regarding our CABAS/AIL classes. They talked about the core curriculum concepts, and how the program is used at Hillcrest and AH. Additional information can be found on the Alexander Hamilton website.
Welcome/Thank You’s:  Sue Lawlor thanked everyone for coming.
· Katie Skilton and teachers for Boxtops Fitness Night

· Abby Mehlin and all our volunteers for running the After School Clubs; Spring registration is open.  Forms went out via backpack and will be e-blasted this week.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the February 2011 meeting were approved. 
Presidents Council Report:  Diane Barilla Kay reported on the March 2011 President’s Council meeting with Thomas Ficarra, Superintendent of the Morris School District. 

If the school budget passes, no programs or staff will be cut. There will be a new program rolling out called School Brains. School Brains is an online system that allows access to report cards, progress reports, etc. The program will be phased in slowly, beginning in July. 

Summer school will be available for 2011, for basic skills and special education students. The program will run 4 days a week, instead of 5 days, and will provide for a higher teacher/child ratio.

Principal's Report: Josephine Noone 

· Thank you to Dr. Delgado, Miss Hill, Mrs. Wiehe, and Mrs. VanDerhoef for presenting information and answering questions about our CABAS/AIL classes this evening.

· Thank you to Mrs. Skilton, Mrs. Camelotto, Mr. D’Alconzo, Ms. Vogt, Mrs. Goss, parents, and Key Club volunteers who made our Family Fitness Night a great success. We had an excellent turn out and everyone had a good time.

· Thank you to Mrs. Mehlin and all the volunteers for another successful After School Club session.

· Thank you to parents and family members who attended the third grade culminating performance for the Community Theatre Residency, “New Jersey Infomercials.” Thank you to the MEF and HSA for supporting this residency and to our 3rd Grade teachers, Jennifer Crane Turner, the teaching artist, and other staff members for their hard work with our students.

· Thank you to our 5th Grade teachers and other staff members who worked so hard to plan and rehearse for the 5th Grade Talent Show.

· Thank you to Mr. Schranck and the 5th Grade Student Advisory Council for their hard work in kicking off our “What’s Your Hoot?” Program. We have already celebrated several hoots!

· Thank you to Mrs. Broseker for all of the excellent assemblies and cultural arts programs that she has organized this year.

· Congratulations to the 4th Grade Team for their successful application for an MEF Grant to support their Bird Unit and a trip to the National Audubon Society.

· Curriculum updates:

· Our “What’s Your Hoot?” Program kicked off on March 15th.  Every student and staff member has set a personal goal and we are wearing blue and gold bracelets to remind us of our goals and help us support each other. Ask any one of us: “What’s your Hoot?” See the AH website for more details.

· Fifth Grade classes participated in a Community Theatre Residency focused on the American Revolution with teaching artist, Margaret Noonan. Parents were invited to see the culminating presentations in the fifth grade homerooms today.

· We are currently participating in a web-based mathematics enrichment program called aleks.com. This program is completely individualized and uses artificial intelligence to tailor instruction to students’ needs. If your child’s mathematics teacher is participating in the pilot, you received a letter with details and a user name and password. Participating teachers include: Ms. Hill, Mrs. Ferraiolo, Mr. D’Alconzo, Mrs. Friedman, Mrs. Wiehe, Ms. Rescorla, Mrs. Galvin, Mrs. Marmora, and Mrs. VanDerhoef.

· Please check the AH website for Science Project guidelines and due dates.

· Staff updates:
· Please welcome Mrs. Samuels who is teaching our English Language Learners while Mrs. Kelly is on maternity leave. She will be with us until the end of the school year.

· Ms. Trezza, our Quest teacher, will be retiring at the end of this school year. We wish her luck in her future endeavors. We will miss her!

Treasurer's Report: Jennifer Smith reported that the school taxes have been filed.  School store proceeds continue to do well – there will be 3 more school stores. The 5th grade talent show brought in $1025, which is $400 more than last year! Money will be used to fund the 5th grade yearbook – all 5th grade students will receive a yearbook.
Committee Reports: 
· Coins for a Cause: Volunteers are still needed to help with Friday coin deliveries to Provident Bank, Election Day voting assistance, and help handing out ice cream the night of the ice cream social (April 27th).
· Morristown’s Got Talent: The show was sold out and the students were fabulous! The HSA cosponsored a small booster with Hillcrest for our Irish dancers in the show. 
· Spirit Wear: Nancy Caputo reports that all orders have been distributed. There is extra inventory, so please contact Nancy if you would like to purchase anything.

· Cultural Arts: Thanks to Debra Broseker for organizing the Thomas Edison assembly, and for the upcoming American Revolution residency.

· Boxtops: Please continue to collect and send in your boxtops!

· 5th Grade Yearbook: 5th Grade teachers had a kickoff presentation to the students explaining the selling of ads/boosters.  Mrs. Carey and committee sent packets out requesting candid pictures from parents, along with forms to sell boosters, and personal and business ads.  The HSA does not budget for the yearbook, so it is paid for by the ads and the proceeds from the talent show and bake sale.  Ads, money, and pictures are due May 1st.
· Ecology Center: Lynne Boucher reported on the ecology center. There is a work order in to repair the damaged picnic tables, which may be replaced with recycled material tables in the future. We may seek to write a grant for opportunities to learn w/plantings (Farm the Earth). We are still looking for a water source (rain barrels have been considered). We are trying to get outside help for maintenance, especially for help watering during the summer months.
· Cool the Earth: Please remember to send in your coupons!
· March Action of the Month – Reusable Bottles
· Kings re-usable grocery bag sale kicked off. Information and order forms are available on the AH website. We are talking to other local grocery stores as well, to see if they will also participate.
Upcoming Events:

· March 24th –Coins for a Cause non-profit presentations by Meals on Wheels, Literacy Volunteers of NJ, and Grow It Green, 2:20 in auditorium

· March 26th, 8-9pm: Earth Hour. Turn off your lights to save electricity.

· Week of March 28th-Spirit Week (see flyer for daily events)

· March 30th-5th Grade Residency Presentations

· April 1st-Student-Staff Volleyball Game, 1:30 in gym

· April 4th through 8th-Spring Break

· April 11th & 14th—Grade 4 National Audubon Society Field Trips

· April 12th-HSA Meeting/Budget Presentation-9:30 a.m. at AH & 7:00 p.m. at HC
New Business:

· There was a motion for the HSA to endorse the MSD budget which was approved. Our budget presentation is 4/12, but others will take place if you are unable to attend our meeting (see flyer).

· Facebook has a group called “I Love the Morris School District”. Please consider joining, as it is a great source of information.

· There was a vote on using the proceeds from the Reusable bags sale towards the Ecology Center and AH beautification, which was approved.
· Science Fair project handouts have been distributed. If you haven’t received one, please refer to the AH website under Mrs. McLain. 

· The school store plans to sell presentation boards, details to follow.
· Chartwells, our food service provider, sent out a large number of lunch bills for accounts that owe money. Lunch bills are coordinated directly through Chartwells, and are not handled by AH. If there are any questions regarding the bills, please contact Michelle Mercer at (973) 292-2000 x2111.

· The 4th grade received an MEF grant for class trips to the Audubon Society. The first trips are scheduled for Apr 11th.
Old Business: 

· A+ School Rewards at Stop & Shop ended 3/24. Proceeds were approximately $124.
· MHS Project Grad. Fashion Show: we co-sponsored a basket with HC.

· Fifth Grade Talent Show was a big success and the kids were amazing!

· Ryan's Story presentation @ FMS.  Handout is available in the digital backpack ("Technology Tips for Parents").

· The Digital Picture Frame donated by HSA is up and running in the Main Office.  Please stop by and check out the pictures.
District Wide Upcoming Events:

· School Board Budget Presentations will be held Mar 28th, Apr 12th, 13th, 14th, 19th, 20th. 

· Learning in a Networked World technology presentation by Will Richardson, Apr 21st, 7:00pm – Alfred Vail

· Stand Up to Bullying, Learn What You Can Do – Apr 26th, 7-8:30pm, MHS.
· School Board Election and Coins for a Cause Ice Cream Social – April 27th
· Race to Nowhere – Apr 28th, 7:00-9:00pm, Morristown High School; Register online at www.eventbrite.com.
Adjournment: meeting adjourned at 9:25pm. 

Next Meeting: April 12, 9:30 a.m., Dr. Ficarra’s Budget Presentation (there will be a lottery for lunch with the Principal for students whose parents attend)

