Alexander Hamilton HSA Meeting Minutes
October 13, 2010
Attendance 
Sue Lawlor
Kevin McAllister 
Debra Broseker

Patricia Cristadoro 
Cynthia Chiariello 
Nancy Caputo

Diane Barilla Kay 
Sonu Razdan 
Mrs. Rauchbach
JoAnn Van Sciver 
Katie Skilton 
Mrs. Yorston
Josephine Noone 
Vanessa Davis 
Mrs. Pietersen
Beth Vataker 
Hua Bai 
Mr. Schranck
Lynne Boucher 
Deanna Quinones 

Call to Order: The meeting began with a progress report presentation at 7:05pm.  The presentation will be posted on AH’s website.
Welcome: Sue Lawlor thanked everyone for coming to hear the Progress Report presentation.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the September 2010 meeting were approved. 
Presidents Council Report:  Patricia Cristadoro reported on the Oct 11, 2010, President’s Council meeting with Thomas Ficarra, Superintendent of the Morris School District. 

· Claire Mackin from PACE discussed the history of the program.  PACE holds regular meetings with speakers and discussion groups to support parents in advocating for their children.   16-17% of the children in the Morris School District are formally classified.  The next PACE presentation will include an attorney discussing how to build a strong IEP on 10/27.  PACE would like to have a presence in every school and asked for assistance in sharing their information via school communication chains.  www.morrispace.org
· Sandy Certner from SNAP discussed the history of the program.  It was originally created and funded to provide sports programs to special needs children to better integrate them in athletics.  It has since expanded to include sports and social programs, tutoring, and an in-home buddy program.  A training residency was held for 4th and 5th graders at Sussex to “help kids help kids”.  Over 550 students in the district have been trained.  Ideally SNAP would like to provide sensitivity training to all students in the district.  SNAP would like to have a presence in every school and asked for assistance in sharing their information via school communication chains. www.snapclinics.org
· Dr. Ficarra discussed the high school redesign, which is targeted to address best scenarios for learning.  A plan was created by a subgroup after information was gathered from staff, parents and students via surveys and interviews.  The “small learning community” concept is being considered as a trial for freshmen to help students more successfully transition to high school life.  The plan is still evolving, with the earliest implementation date being September 2012.  Additionally, the district is considering changing the high school science curriculum sequence to Physics-Chemistry-Biology since it seems that students may be better able to handle the challenging Biology course as juniors rather than freshmen.

· October is Anti-Bullying Month.  Andy Williams discussed the district’s anti-bullying policies.  MSD uses “Character Counts” as the foundation for promoting anti-bullying education.  The district supports a code of conduct, anonymous bullying reporting, a theme of good citizenship, responsibility for others, and a consistent response to bullying.  Much of the district’s anti-bullying effort is dictated by law.  The NJ Bar Association supports the continuous training of principals and other staff members in the district.  The K-2 schools gear their programs towards being kind and tolerant.  The 3-5 schools gear their programs toward having the students reflect on their behaviors and on making good behavioral choices.  The goal of these programs is to move students toward better behavior through discipline rather than punishment.  FMS is hosting a Cyber-Bullying presentation on 10/19.

· The Morris Municipal Alliance is offering grants for drug awareness education.  Some schools are using this money for MAC Drug Week activities.  There seems to be an inconsistent approach to MAC Drug Week throughout the district and it was suggested that there may be a better opportunity for efficiency and cost-effectiveness if ideas regarding programs like MAC Drug Week are shared at Presidents Council.

· The New Progress Report is being phased into the district.  Current 5th graders will get the letter-grade version of the report card this year.

· Almost 600 runners participated in the MEF’s Colonial Challenge.  The participation winners were Thomas Jefferson, FMS House 1, and the MHS Freshman class.
Principal's Report: Josephine Noone 

· Thank you to Mr. Schranck, Mrs. Ferraiolo, Mrs. McLain, Mrs. Summer, and Mr. McElwee for acting in our Cool the Earth Environmental Program kickoff play, Koda has a Playdate.

· Please continue to send in Cool the Earth Action Coupons. Students should place them in the gold box by Room 17 (Mrs. Ferraiolo’s classroom).

· Thank you to parents for donating many books to our school. The teachers really appreciate these additions to their classroom libraries. If you wish to donate used books to our school, the book drop is located across from the main office.

· Thank you to Mrs. Yorston, Mrs. Pietersen, Mr. Schranck, and Mrs. Rauchbach for their assistance in developing and providing the Progress Report Presentation this evening.

· Please remember that the Morris School District will no longer send home flyers. Go to the MSD website and click on Digital Backpack to view all flyers. AH is also going paperless. We will be posting all information on our website and sending it out via e-blast this year. Please be sure to give us your email address. If you do not have access to email, we will send home hard copies of important information.

· Unified Plan Information: We have been designated a School in Need of Improvement because fewer than 59% of our special education students were proficient in Language Arts Literacy on the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK) for the 2nd year in a row. We will be creating a School Improvement Plan Committee which consists of parents, school staff, district representatives, and outside experts. We will have our first meeting with parent volunteers on Monday, October 18th at 3:45 p.m. Thank you for your support as we continue to work to ensure that every child reaches his/her potential.

· We had an emergency situation at Alexander Hamilton School on October 7th when a student left the building without permission. The police were called and we instituted an In-Class Sheltering or “Lockdown” situation while the police searched for the student throughout the building and grounds. The staff response was excellent and the students remained calm. The student was located by the police off of school grounds and a Honeywell was sent to all AH families. As a result of this situation, we have instituted a new system for lining up students from outside recess. Students line up in alphabetical order by last name and teachers/lunch aides check to be sure that all students are present. Students are not sent to instrumental music lessons, Quest, etc. by the lunch aides when recess ends. Instead, students must wait until their teacher dismisses them to go to those classes. We continue our previous practice of spreading out the staff during recess so that all areas of the play area are monitored. We also continue our previous practice of checking the recess area visually once all classes go inside to be sure that no one remains in the play area.

· School Violence Awareness Week begins October 18th. Teachers will be focusing on two lessons from the NJ Bar Foundation Teasing and Bullying Curriculum on using “I” Messages and resolving conflicts using the “Win! Win!” Guidelines.

· We have received a grant of $548.63 from the Municipal Alliance to purchase materials to promote character education and help our students resist drugs and alcohol. We thank the HSA for providing matching funds in the amount of $182.88. The materials will be used during Red Ribbon Week, which begins October 25th, and throughout the school year. Thank you to Mr. Sconiers, our school counselor, for writing this successful grant application.

· Please remember our Party Nutrition Guidelines which can be found in the Parent Handbook that is posted on our website. (Halloween is coming up!)

· Curriculum Update:

· We are piloting the Everyday Math Online Program this year. Every child will receive a user name and password and will have access to the Student Reference Book and math games on line. Go to https://www.everydaymathonline.com to sign in. Teachers will be sharing information about this online program at Math Night on October 20th.
· 5th Grade teachers will attend professional development on Reading Workshop with Olivia Wahl on October 20th.
· Professional Development for Grade 3-5 teachers on November 2nd will focus on using assessment to improve academic achievement, and the new progress reports and continuums.
· Updated schedule for using the new Progress Report:
· 3rd Grade –February 2011
· 4th Grade –June 2011
·  5th Grade –February 2012 
· Teachers at all grade levels are using the reading and writing continuums as part of our assessment process and will share them with parents at conferences in November and April.
· Past Events in September/October:

· We had a wonderful turn out on Back to School Night!

· The kids all enjoyed our Cool the Earth kickoff assembly on October 1st.

· The Fourth Grade students and teachers really enjoyed their storytelling residency with Paula Davidoff. Students continue to work on writing narratives that they started with Ms. Davidoff with ongoing assistance from their classroom teachers.

· Upcoming Events in October/November:

· October 18-20—Book Fair 

· October 20th—Math Night/Book Fair 6:30pm-8:00pm

· October 22nd—The Signature Project Assembly 1:45 pm

· Oct. 25th-Walkathon (Gr. 3 1:20-1:50, Gr. 4 2-2:30, Gr. 5 2:40-3:10) Raindates Oct 26th or 27th 

· October 29th—Halloween Parade 2:30pm

· November 1st and 3rd-1:30 dismissal-conferences (Mon. 2-6:30, Wed. 2-6)

· November 2nd—Election Day (schools closed for students/Staff Professional Day)

· November 4th and 5th—NJEA Convention (schools closed)

· November 8th—Emergency Evacuation Situation Drill (We will evacuate to MHS at 1:30 p.m. with assistance from the Morristown PD.)

· November 9th-David Adler visits and presents to students by grade level for Author’s Day

· November 9th—Picture retakes

· November 12th—End of the 1st Marking Period

· November 15th—Enrichment begins on D days

· November 16th—next HSA meeting 9:30 a.m. (Quest Presentation)

· November 19th—Family Bingo Night 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Treasurer's Report: Drug Awareness proposal and grant application: to purchase Red Ribbon Week supplies specified in Mrs. Noone’s grant proposal, we needed additional funds over the $125 budgeted for MAC drug, to cover balance of our percentage, as well as pay out for DVD set for which we will be reimbursed from Municipal Alliance Foundation. This was voted on and approved.

Committee Reports: There are still open committees!  Contact Sue Lawlor if you are interested in helping with any of the following: Art/Science Fair, Budget/Get Out the Vote Liaison, Family Fun Night, Family Fun Night Decorations/Setup, Public Relations, Spring Fundraiser, Staff Appreciation

· Thanks to Lynne Boucher for providing the delicious snacks

· Room Parent tea: Thanks to Cora Porter for coordinating, Sonu Razdan and Kathy Heher for assisting, and all the parents who signed up to help in their children’s classrooms. 

· Picture Day: Thanks to all of our volunteers:  Karen McAllister, Lynne Boucher, Deanne Quinones, Marjorie Galinkin, Nancy Alessio, Susan Kevis, Tehzeeb Grossman, Sonu Razdan, Tricia Rosenkilde, Nadine Genrich, and Michelle Kratochvil

· Directory: Thanks to Sonu Razdan for getting the directory off to the printer, it should arrive shortly

· Cool the Earth: Thanks to Sonu Razdan and Lynne Boucher for kicking off Cool the Earth on Oct. 1st.
· School Store: Thanks to Michelle Kratochvil and Debbie Hessels for a successful School Store kickoff on October 5th.
· Boxtops: the first collection is October 21st – please send in your box tops!
· Cultural Arts: was awarded a $700 grant from the parental involvement fund towards Author’s Day.  Parents are invited to come and participate!
· The Bookfair will be held October 18-21st and during Math Night on October 21st.  
Old Business: 

· Thanks to Nancy Caputo and Lynne Boucher for selling spirit wear on Back to School Night.

· Pick up notepads – new ones will be ordered.
· The MEF Colonial Challenge was held on October 3rd.  The weather was terrific!  MEF apologized for the timing issues.  The winner of the Bucket O’Bucks was TJ, House 1 at FMS, and MHS Freshmen.

· Thanks to everyone for their generous donations to the Direct Donation Drive.

· Book Donation Drive:  Thanks to Mrs. Vataker for creating the flyer.  Please continue to drop off gently used books in the drop box in front of the Main Office. They are greatly appreciated!
· Digital Backpack: links to the backpack on the district website are up and running on all elementary school websites.  We will attach to our weekly e-blasts until the end of the month and then discontinue.  The e-blast e-mail listing is now updated.  Mrs. Noone would like to obtain a form from every student.

· REMINDER: A+ Bonus Bucks Program:  Please see information posted on the AH website.  Register your card at Stop and Shop online using AH's ID #07524.  You must re-register each year to earn credit for our school!
· Authors Day: book orders were due Oct 9th.  Children may enter to win lunch with David A. Adler on November 9th.  Entries must be submitted to Mrs. Murphy by October 25th.  Winners will be announced on Thursday, October 28th. 
New Business:
· Math Night is on October 20th.  Come out and enjoy a variety of math games!

· Cool the Earth:  Lighten Your Footprint, and remember to send in your Action Coupons
· Family Bingo Night will be held on November 19th.
· Parent-teacher conferences will be held on November 1st & 3rd 

Adjournment: meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 
Next Meeting: November 16th, 9:30 a.m. (Quest Presentation) 
