Rubric for Science Fair Project - Experiment

	Experiment
	Emerging
1
	Developing
2
	Proficient
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	Hypothesis


	No title

No hypothesis 
No stated  purpose for choosing this science project 
	Title provided, but
No hypothesis.
	Title provided. 
Hypothesis clearly stated. 
No stated reason for choosing this topic.
	Concise title.
Clearly explained hypothesis. 

Clearly stated purpose for choosing this project.  
	

	Procedures
	Not sequential, steps are missing or are confusing.
	Some steps are understandable. 

Some steps are not in the proper order.
	Most of the steps are clearly written; 
Some lack detail.
	Presents easy-to-follow steps which are logical and adequately detailed.
	

	Data & Results
	There are no results or data for each step of the experiment.
	Some data is provided. 
Some of the information is missing.
	Data is provided for each step in the experiment.  
The results are recorded.
	Provided data in the form of tables and/or charts.  
Information is accurate and organized.
	

	Conclusion
	There is no conclusion.  
	Presents an illogical explanation for findings.
	Presents a logical explanation for findings.
	Presents a logical explanation for findings and 
Considers changes to the experiment if it were to be conducted again.
	

	Presentation
	Frequent grammar and/or spelling errors.  
Illegible writing.
	Four or more words spelt incorrectly.  
Letters are too small or too large.
	Two or three spelling errors.   
Legible writing, well-formed characters, clean and neatly presented.
	All grammar and spelling are correct. 
Color is included in the display to help it stand out.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	    /20

	BONUS Points for Maintaining a Journal
	No journal provided.

+0
	Maintained a journal with less than five entries, with no explanation. 
 +½
	Maintained a journal with six or more entries with minimal explanation. 
 +1
	Maintained a journal with a detailed record of experiment and explanation of entries.
+1 ½
	


Rubric for Science Fair Project - Research

	Research
	Emerging
1
	Developing
2
	Proficient
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	Topic


	No title 
No purpose for choosing this science project 
	Title provided

No stated reason for choosing this topic. 
No objective of what you hope to learn or teach others.
	Title provided. 
Clearly stated purpose for choosing project. 
Unclear objective of what you hope to learn from your research.
	Concise title.  
Clearly stated purpose for choosing this project.  
Clearly stated an objective of what the project will demonstrate or teach others.
	

	Research
	Project has ideas, but 
No research to back-up information.
	One or two resources are used for research.
	Three resources are used for the research.  
Only one resource type.
	Four or more resources are used for research. 
A variety of reference material is used (internet, magazines, books, interview, etc.)  
	

	Logical Paper
(see note below)
	Presents an illogical explanation of research.

Paper is less than one page in length.
	Evidence of much information gathered.  

Presentation is not organized in a logical sequence. 

Paper is 1 to 1 ½ pages long.
	Presents a logical sequence to the information found.  

Paper is 1 ½ to 2 pages long.
	Paper is neatly written or typed.  

The research paper has an opening paragraph, logical sequence of information and a closing paragraph.

Paper is over 2 pages long, plus a reference page.
	

	Presentation
(see note below)
	Frequent grammar and/or spelling errors.  

Illegible writing.
	Four or more words spelt incorrectly.  

Letters are too small or too large.
	Two or three spelling errors.   

Legible writing, well-formed characters, clean and neatly presented.
	All grammar and spelling are correct. 

Color is included in the display to help it stand out.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	    /16

	BONUS Points for Maintaining a Journal
	No journal provided.

+0
	Maintained a journal with less than five entries, with no explanation. 

 +½
	Maintained a journal with six or more entries with minimal explanation. 

 +1
	Maintained a journal with a detailed record of experiment and explanation of entries.

+1 ½
	





Note:  The student may submit a typed report with a colorful cover as




his/her project.  Or the presentation/report can be mounted on




a display board.  Both do NOT need to be submitted…one or 




the other.
Rubric for Science Fair Project - Model

	Model
	Emerging
1
	Developing
2
	Proficient
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	What will be Demonstrated
	No title 

No purpose for choosing this science project 
	Title provided

No stated reason for choosing this topic. 

No explanation of what natural phenomenon will be demonstrated
	Title provided. 

Clearly stated purpose for choosing project. 

Unclear objective of what will be demonstrated.
	Concise title.  

Clearly stated purpose for choosing this project.  

Clearly stated an objective of what the project will demonstrate or teach others.
	

	Research
	Project has ideas, but 

No research to back-up information.
	One or two resources are used for research.
	Three resources are used for the research.  

Only one resource type.
	Four or more resources are used for research. 

A variety of reference material is used (internet, magazines, books, interview, etc.)  
	

	Model
	No model provided.
	Model provided is incomplete 
	Model works and can demonstrate a natural phenomenon or how something works.
	Model works and can demonstrate a natural phenomenon or how something works.

One page paper explains the application of the model or phenomenon.
	

	Presentation
	Frequent grammar and/or spelling errors.  

Illegible writing.
	Four or more words spelt incorrectly.  

Letters are too small or too large.
	Two or three spelling errors.   

Legible writing, well-formed characters, clean and neatly presented.
	All grammar and spelling are correct. 

Color is included in the display to help it stand out.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	    /16

	BONUS Points for Maintaining a Journal
	No journal provided.

+0
	Maintained a journal with less than five entries, with no explanation. 

 +½
	Maintained a journal with six or more entries with minimal explanation. 

 +1
	Maintained a journal with a detailed record of experiment and explanation of entries.

+1 ½
	


Guidelines for 5th Grade projects that are NOT standard presentations

Facts/Data
All science fair projects should provide a minimum of five facts of information about the given topic.  The facts must be accurate!  All resources of facts shall be properly referenced.  Use a minimum of three resources.  Use more than one form of media (ie, do not use just the internet – even if you use different websites).  
Poetry
Collection of 10 poems.  Use at least four different poetry styles (acrostic, haiku, sonnet, quatrain, etc).  At least five facts must be accurately depicted within the poetry (one fact per poem, not five facts in each poem).  Resources will be cited on a separate sheet of paper.

Skit
skit should be 5-7 minutes in length.  Each participant shall have an active role in the production of the skit.  For example:

Student A – is a character in the presentation and researched three facts

Student B – is a character in the presentation, researched one fact and worked on costumes

Student C – is a character in the presentation, researched one fact and worked on stage props

Student D – wrote the dramatic presentation using the facts researched by the other participants.

Musical Composition
There are three choices for the musical composition:

(1) Student writes and performs a song for any instrument.  There will be a written narrative describing the various movements in the song as they depict different information.  The narrative shall include five facts about the chosen topic and a reference page citing various resources.

(2) Student writes the lyrics for a song.  Within the song there will be five facts about the chosen topic.  A reference page will be provided citing the resources used.  IF done with another student, both do the research, one writes the song, while the other performs, or they can sing a duet.

(3) Student performs an original interpretive dance.  There will be a written narrative describing the various movements in the song as they depict different information.  The narrative shall include five facts about the chosen topic and a reference page citing various resources.

Powerpoint Presentation:  

· A research or experiment style project may be presented in Powerpoint format.  
· There should be 12-15 slides, which includes a title slide and reference/resource slide.

· Include images as the background or inserted into the presentation.

· Include graphs, diagrams, or pictographs to provide a visual presentation of data.

· Resources may be listed at the bottom of each slide as needed, or as a separate slide in the presentation.  Use of footnote markings is recommended.













