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Alexander Hamilton School’s Science & Technology Night
Alexander Hamilton School will be hosting the Science & Technology Night on Wednesday, March 7, 2012.  This is your chance to show off your science skills and knowledge.  You can perform research, conduct an experiment, or model a demonstration.  This is an opportunity to put into practice some of the scientific knowledge we’ve studied, or for you to explore and learn about a subject you are interested in that is science related.

Every student will participate in the science fair.  You may work alone or with a friend (or sibling) who attends Alexander Hamilton School.  This is meant to be fun and informative.  
There are three different types of science fair projects:  Research, Experimentation, and Model.  Carefully look through the description of each before deciding which type of project you are most interested in working on.

Do not wait until the last minute to get everything done…plan your project…Think about your project carefully so that it shows your best work.  Use the timeline below to better plan your activities.
	Due week of…
	Research/Experiment/Model
	Date completed
	Parent’s Initials
	Mrs. McLain will check journals periodically.  
Be prepared to share your progress.  
You will be given a week’s notice before each check-in.

	January 3rd  
	Review topics, ask questions, begin to make decision and chose a partner if desired.
	
	N/A
	

	Wednesday,

January 11th 
	Parental permission slips due by Wednesday, January 11th.  Journals will be provided once a topic is approved.
	
	N/A
	

	January 17th 
	Start a journal…Select a topic.

Record in journal why you chose this topic.
	
	N/A
	

	January 23rd
	Form an hypothesis. Find information.  Get Materials. Record everything in journal.
	
	
	

	January 30th  
	Conduct Project.  Describe project in journal.


	
	
	

	February 6th  
	Continue to conduct the experiment


	
	
	

	February 13th  
	Analyze Results & Prepare Summary (maintain notes in journal).
	
	
	

	February 21st  
	Plan display – get materials for display

Make a sketch of the display in your journal
	
	
	

	February 27th   
	Complete Journal & Finish display


	
	
	

	March 5th  
	Bring project to school.


	
	N/A
	


Start journal:  For all activities and following the steps of the scientific method.  For each area of the scientific method (purpose, research, hypothesis, experiment, analysis, conclusion) there should be journal entries.  Include any interesting facts you have learned.  Diagrams are also an important thing to have in your journal.
Select topic:  Select a topic for the science fair from the area in which your grade has been assigned.  Be sure to clear your topic with Mrs. McLain.
Form hypothesis:  Make an educated guess about the outcome of your experiment.  Adjust for the type of project you are going to do.
· Experiment: White light will be separated into colors when focused through a prism.
· Demonstration: A coil of wire can be made to turn like a motor when subjected to magnetism and electricity.
· Research: The life cycle of a plant contains many stages.  They are……
Find information:  Find out what information is available on the topic that you have selected.  Use books, magazines, the Internet, and any other resource materials that you need.
Get materials:  Gather materials required to perform your experiment, prepare your demonstration, or do your research.
Conduct project:  Perform your experiment, build your demonstration, or do your research.  Expect the experiment, building the demonstration and doing the research to take a couple of weeks.  Plan accordingly!
Analyze results:  Analyze the outcome of your experiment, demonstration, or research to see if it supports your hypothesis.
Prepare summary:  Summarize all that you have done.  Was your original hypothesis correct?  Why or why not? Display this with your project.  Use the “Method to Madness Worksheet.”
Plan display:  Start with a sketch.  What will you need?  How will it be arranged?  Do you have any special considerations that need to be known?
Finish display:  Build your science fair display.
Complete journal:  Update all entries in your journal.  Document any problems that you may have encountered.  What would you have done differently?  What worked well? 
Bring project to school:  Bring your science project to the designated area in the auditorium assigned to your class.  
Name 







Homeroom Teacher 




Alexander Hamilton School’s Science & Technology Night
The Science & Technology Night will be held on Wednesday, March 7, 2012.  Please return this completed form (signed by your parent/guardian) by January 11, 2012.
Project Title: 







Why did you choose this topic? 









































What do you hope to learn from this project or be able to teach others: 

















































Do NOT detach!  Mrs. McLain will staple the top portion into your journal.
Have your parent sign this bottom portion
I understand that my child, 





, is expected to create a science fair project to be placed on display during the Science & Technology Night on March 7, 2012.  I understand that this project is to show my child’s work and best effort.  I have received the timeline to help my child better plan his/her activities.

· My son/daughter will do the project alone.

· I have agreed to allow my child to work with 





















 on this project.  I understand that arrangements are to be made at home for the children to work on the project together.

Parent’s signature


Parent’s printed name


Date
