ALEXANDER HAMILTON

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION MEETING

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Tuesday, November 15, 2011
Thank yous:
· Thank you to Mr. Schranck, AH Quest Teacher, and Mrs. Brown, Sussex Avenue Quest Teacher, for presenting information and answering questions about the Quest Program.

· Thank you to Mrs. Skilton, Mrs. Vataker, and Mrs. Wild for organizing our very successful Walkathon. We had a beautiful, sunny day with great music. The students had great, positive energy and they all met their goal of walking for 30 minutes. Thank you to all of the parents who cheered us on and to everyone who raised funds for our school!
· Thank you to Mrs. Heher and Mrs. Bertha for setting up and running the Book Fair.

Communication Updates:
· Please remember that the Morris School District no longer sends home flyers. Go to the MSD or AH websites and click on Digital Backpack to view all flyers. AH is also going paperless. We will be posting all information on our website and sending it out via ENews and eblast this year. We sent home flyers with information about how to sign up for ENews and eblasts. Please be sure to join ENews by sending a blank email to: join-alexanderhamilton@msd.listserve.us. If you do not have access to email we will send home hard copies of important information.
Ongoing Programs:
· We are collecting recyclable materials for our Terracycle Program outside of the main office. Thank you to Mrs. Lawlor and Mrs. Boucher for organizing this program.

· We are collecting Dannon packaging with Rally for Recess codes inside through 1/31/12. The collection box is located outside of the main office.

· We continue to welcome donations of gently-used children’s books that your children are no longer reading. The teachers really appreciate these additions to their classroom libraries. The book drop is located across from the main office.

· Recyclable materials for Eco Sculpture will be collected in boxes outside of the Auditorium.

Nutrition Guidelines:
· Please remember that all birthday celebrations are foodless. Please contact HSA class parent(s) or the classroom teacher for information on how your child’s class celebrates birthdays. We announce all student birthdays during daily morning announcements and students are invited down to the main office to choose a birthday pencil.
Facilities Updates:
· We are now able to use all of the classrooms, including the Science Room, on the ground floor for instruction. 

· Sunrise continues in Room 9. Sunset is in the Library.

· All morning band rehearsals are in the Library. Orchestra rehearsals have been relocated to Room 1. 

· The gymnasium and kitchen are still undergoing repairs. The gymnasium floor is being installed. The kitchen was cleaned and sanitized by an outside contractor on Thursday, 11/10.
· The architect is working on plans for repairing the auditorium. Once we have plans finalized I will provide an update.
Calendar Updates:
District Calendar Change 

Due to emergency closings on October 31, November 1, and November 2 the following changes have been made to the MSD calendar:

	Date
	Original Schedule 
	Has been changed to 

	Thurs., Dec. 22 
	4.Hr. 20 Min. session
	FULL DAY of classes 

	Fri., Dec. 23 
	Schools closed 
	4-Hr. 20-Min Session

	Tues, Feb. 21 
	Schools closed 
	FULL DAY of classes 

	Fri., May 25 
	Schools closed
	4-Hr.20-Min Session 


Curriculum Updates:
· Grade 4 Reader’s Theatre Residency-Performances throughout the day on November 18th 
 “Readers Theatre” is a dramatic presentation of a written work in script form focusing on vocal expression. Over the course of 6 weeks, each 4th grade class has been working with Jenn Crane-Turner, a teaching artist from the Community Theatre, to study and perform teacher-selected “Reader’s Theatre” scripts.  Through movement/vocal games and written exercises, students have been taught the art of storytelling. They have learned how to connect with their characters, interpret text, and read with expressive voices and gestures.  The residency culminates in the 6th week as students present their stories in the Library.
· Literacy Night-Our Second Annual Literacy Night is coming up on Monday, December 5th, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Invitations were sent home on November 14th. The first 100 students to register will receive free books. We are planning many fun activities for parents and students. We hope to see you there!
· Everyday Math Online-We have registered every student at AH for Everyday Math Online games this year. A letter has been sent home with every child providing his/her user name and password. Go to https://www.everydaymathonline.com to sign in. 
· Student Success Plans-This year, we have written Student Success Plans (SSPs) for every child who scored “Not Proficient” (below 200 points) on the Mathematics or Language Arts Literacy Sections of the NJ ASK. SSPs contain individualized goals linked to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and were shared with parents at the November Conferences so that we can work together with parents to help every child reach his/her potential.
· NJ ASK Preparation-This year all homeroom teachers are dedicating one period per six-day cycle to test preparation. We have purchased NJ ASK Coach workbooks for every student to ensure that they are familiar with the format of the test. Beginning in February, the test preparation period will take place on D-days at 2:35. 
· Academic After School-This year we are offering Academic After School for Language Arts and Mathematics from November 29th to April 24th on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Spaces in our Academic After School are based on teacher recommendation and are limited so that teachers can give students individual attention. If your child has been recommended for Academic After School, you should have received a letter and permission slip. 
Upcoming Events in November/December/January:

· Please note that Family Bingo Night has been rescheduled to February 10th
· November 16th-School Picture Retakes

· November 17th-Enrichment Sessions begin (D days at 2:35 for 8 sessions)

· November 23rd-1:30 Dismissal

· November 24th&25th-Thanksgiving Holiday (no school)
· November 30th-Parent HIB Information Session at FMS 6:30 PM followed by a screening of “Rachel’s Challenge”

· December 5th-Second Annual Literacy Night 6:30-8:00 pm
· December 8th&9th-Holiday Shop in Room 1
· December 16th 1:00 pm-Winter Concert

· December 19th-Staff Appreciation (gift bags of cookies)
· December 23rd-1:30 dismissal
· December 24th-January 2nd-School Closed for Winter Recess
· January 11th  7:00 pm- next HSA meeting 
· January 24th 2:00 pm-Franklin Institute Traveling Science Show

· It is very likely that Family Fun Night will have to be rescheduled from January 27th if the Auditorium is not completed.  Stay tuned for updates!
