ALEXANDER HAMILTON

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION MEETING

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Wednesday, January 11, 2012
Thank yous:
· Thank you to Mrs. Nourbakhsh, Mrs. Weintraub, and Mrs. Ezell, and all the parents who baked and sent in holiday cookies for our entire staff!

· Thank you to Mrs. Crofford, Mrs. Saia, and Mrs. Castelli for organizing the Holiday Shoppe and to all the volunteers who helped to wrap and sell presents.

· Thank you to Mrs. Livingston for organizing the Winter After-School Clubs.

· Thank you to Mrs. Emanuele, Mrs. Giuliano, Mrs. Horan, Mrs. Skrod, Mrs. Carey, Mrs. Neu, Mrs. Linda Murphy, and Mrs. Kessler for organizing and presenting our Second Annual Literacy Night on December 5th. Approximately 40 students and their parents and other family members attended. Each child who attended received a free book complements of the Alexander Hamilton HSA. 

· We had a wonderful turnout for our Holiday Concert in our newly renovated Gymnasium. Thank you for your support of our music program. Thank you to Mrs. Graziano and Mrs. Worts for their dedication and unflagging enthusiasm. This concert proves that our children can make beautiful music anywhere!
· Thank you to Dr. Ficarra; Mrs. Kelly, Business Administrator; and especially Mr. Knowles, Director of Buildings and Grounds, and the entire Buildings and Grounds, Business Administration, Purchasing, and Central Office Staff for their support in repairing our flood-damaged building and replacing furniture and materials lost in the flood.
Communication Updates:
· Please remember that the Morris School District no longer sends home flyers. Go to the MSD or AH websites and click on Digital Backpack to view all flyers. AH is also going paperless. We will be posting all information on our website and sending it out via ENews and eblast this year. We sent home flyers with information about how to sign up for ENews and eblasts. Please be sure to join ENews by sending a blank email to: join-alexanderhamilton@msd.listserve.us. If you do not have access to email we will send home hard copies of important information.
Ongoing Programs:
· Our Lost and Found has been relocated to two tables outside of the Auditorium. We have      A LOT of unclaimed clothing. Stop by and look for your child’s missing items of clothing. Please label items of clothing (sweatshirts, coats, hats, gloves) and lunchboxes! 

· We are collecting recyclable materials for our Terracycle Program outside of the main office. Thank you to Mrs. Lawlor and Mrs. Boucher for organizing this program.

· We are collecting Dannon packaging with Rally for Recess codes inside through 1/31/12. The collection box is located outside of the main office.

· We continue to welcome donations of gently-used children’s books that your children are no longer reading. The teachers really appreciate these additions to their classroom libraries. The Book Drop is located across from the main office.

· Recyclable materials for Eco Sculpture will be collected in boxes outside of the Auditorium.

Facilities Updates:
· We are now able to use all of the classrooms on the ground floor for instruction.
· New cabinets are being installed in the Science Room.

· The Gymnasium is complete with a new floor and heating system.

· The kitchen is complete and was certified by the Morristown Health Department. All lunches are being cooked and served in our kitchen. 

· Sunrise continues in Room 9. Sunset has also moved to Room 9 and the Gymnasium. Sunrise and Sunset students may be dropped off and picked up through Door 8, which is by the basketball hoops on the right side as you face the front of the building. There is a bell and buzzer system located at Door 8 to facilitate secure entry to the building.
· All morning Band and Orchestra rehearsals are in the Gymnasium.
· Pick-ups at regular dismissal time will continue to take place outside of the Main Office.
· I met with the architect who is working on plans for repairing the Auditorium today. Dr. Ficarra (Superintendent), Mr. Knowles (Director of Buildings and Grounds), Mrs. Kelly (Business Administrator), and Mrs. Graziano (AH Instrumental Music Teacher) all provided input. There will be a raised stage that we will use for Orchestra and Band rehearsals, Chorus rehearsals, performances, and assemblies. The rest of the room will be a large multipurpose area with room for 12 cafeteria tables.  Currently we have no timeline for completion but the architect advised us that the Auditorium will not be completed this school year due to the long state approval process. As soon as architectural plans/drawings are available we will share them at an HSA Meeting along with project timelines.
Curriculum Updates:
· Third Grade Community Theatre Residency-Beginning January 25th
Third grade teachers have collaborated with teaching artist, Jennifer Crane-Turner, to devise a Creative Drama program integral to their current social studies curriculum.  Students research and learn about different regions and attractions in New Jersey and create live “infomercials” to persuade people to visit our state. During the program, third grade students will learn how to focus, concentrate, express themselves, project their voices, demonstrate poise and work in groups.

· Progress Reports-All students will receive the new Progress Reports on February 17th. There will be a presentation to review the format and content of the new Progress Reports at the HSA Meeting on March 14th. 

· Everyday Math Online-We have registered every student at AH for Everyday Math Online games this year. A letter has been sent home with every child providing his/her user name and password. Go to https://www.everydaymathonline.com to sign in. 
· Student Success Plans-This year, we have written Student Success Plans (SSPs) for every child who scored “Not Proficient” (below 200 points) on the Mathematics or Language Arts Literacy Sections of the NJ ASK. SSPs contain individualized goals linked to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. Teachers will report students’ progress on their SSP goals at the end of every marking period and SSPs will be sent home with the February Report Cards.
· NJ ASK Preparation-This year all homeroom teachers are dedicating one period per six-day cycle to test preparation. We have purchased NJ ASK Coach workbooks for every student to ensure that they are familiar with the format of the test. Beginning in February, the test preparation period will take place on D-days at 2:35. 
· Academic After School-This year we are offering Academic After School for Language Arts and Mathematics from November 29th to April 24th on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Spaces in our Academic After School are based on teacher recommendation and are limited so that teachers can give students individual attention. 
Upcoming Events in January/February:

· Please note that Family Fun Night and the 5th Grade Talent Show have been canceled because we cannot use our Auditorium. The HSA Meeting on February 14th at 9:30 am will focus on brainstorming ideas for alternatives to the 5th Grade Talent Show.
· Family Bingo Night has been rescheduled to February 10th.
· January 17th-Grade 3 Quest begins

· January 20th-Pajama Day

· January 24th 2:00 pm-Franklin Institute Traveling Science Show in the Gymnasium
· February 2nd-Grade 5 students visit Frelinghuysen Middle School

· February 3rd-Junior Achievement New Jersey (rescheduled from January 19th)

· February 6th-Grade 5 students take FMS Math Placement Test

· February 8th-Bayer volunteers teach hands-on Science Lessons to 5th Grade students in homerooms

· February 8th-5th Grade Parent Orientation at FMS (6:30 pm)

· February 10th-Bingo Night in the Gymnasium (6:30-8:00 pm) with 5th Grade Bake Sale
· February 13th-FMS Guidance meets with 5th Grade students and parents in AH Library

· February 14th-HSA Meeting in the Library (9:30 am)-Focus on 5th Grade
· February 17th-Progress Reports sent home
· February 23rd-NJASK Test Preparation Cycle begins on D-days at 2:35

· February 23rd-Family Fitness Night (6:30-8:00 pm)

· February 24th-Dixie Time Band Assembly (2:00 pm)

· February 28th-Grade 5 to see performance of Harriet Tubman at the Community Theatre

· February 29th-Morristown’s Got Talent! (Purchase tickets in advance to support the MEF.)

