Welcome to the Instrumental Music program here at Alexander Hamilton! Today your child attended an assembly where they learned about our instrumental music program. Students heard the bands and orchestras perform and also had the opportunity to see and hear each of the individual instruments we offer.

About our Program...

Our program includes instruction in Strings, Brass, Woodwinds and Percussion. All students entering grades 4 and 5 in Sept. 2011 are invited and encouraged to participate in this program.

Students in instrumental music will receive one lesson during each 6-day cycle and an orchestra or band rehearsal at 8am one morning each week. Lessons are held on a rotating basis so that students do not miss the same class every week. During lessons and ensemble rehearsals, students will learn about all aspects of music and performance, from notes, rhythms and instrument technique to performance skills and how to work together in small and large ensembles. 

No matter what instrument your child plays, they will be participating in an academic program that follows a sequential curriculum and emphasizes physical and musical skills as well as creativity, problem solving, self-assessment and other Higher Order Thinking Skills that can help students succeed in all academic areas.
Which Instrument Should I Choose?

The following instruments will be offered during the 2011/2012 school year:

  Violin
           Viola
          Cello

   Flute           Oboe (with teacher approval only)
   Clarinet        Saxophone      Trumpet      

       Trombone 
            French Horn                  

       Baritone Horn           Percussion

Please remember that there are no ‘boy’ or ‘girl’ instruments and there are no hard or easy instruments. Students should choose an instrument that they enjoy the sound of … if you don’t like the sound, you probably won’t want to play it. All instruments require an equal amount of dedication and practice.

Students should list 3 choices on the registration form. All forms must be returned by Friday, June 3, 2011. Late forms will only be handled after all on-time students are assigned to groups. Mrs. Graziano will meet with each student to get to know each child, and to “try out” a few instruments to find the best match for a student’s personality, physical/facial features, and size. Homeroom and Specialist teachers may also be consulted to help place students in groups.

Whenever possible, students will be assigned to one of their three instrument choices. However, for the benefit of every student, the goal is to assign students to instruments they can be successful with, and to create a balanced instrumentation in both the band and orchestra. Enrollment in certain sections is limited. If there are more eligible students than places in these sections, selection will be by lottery. Students who turn in forms on time will receive instrument assignment letters and welcome packets by Friday, June 17.

Instrumental Music

Registration Form
Please tear off and return this form to your child’s homeroom teacher by 

Friday, June 3, 2011.

Child’s  Name_____________________



(First and last names please)
Homeroom Teacher________________

Instrument Choices:

(3 different choices must be given.)

#1________________________

#2________________________

#3________________________

Please check below to indicate how you plan to arrange for your child’s instrument.        

_____We already own an instrument.         

_____We will rent an instrument from

          one of the school recommended

          music stores.               

____We will make our own arrangements. 

Parent/Guardian                                       

Signature__________________________

Date__________________

Why Music?

“The life of the arts, far from being an interruption, a distraction in the life of a nation, is close to the center of a nation’s purpose -- and is a test of the quality of a nation’s civilization.”

-President John. F. Kennedy

“[Music is] an explosive expression of humanity. It’s something we are all touched by. No matter what culture we’re from, everyone loves music.”

-Billy Joel, musician

“I would teach children music, physics and philosophy; but most importantly music, for in the patterns of music and all the arts are the keys of learning.”

-Plato

“A grounding in the arts will help our children to see; to bring a uniquely human perspective to science and technology. In short, it will help them as they grow smarter to also grow wiser.”

-Robert E. Allen, Fmr. CEO, AT&T

“Music education opens doors that help children pass from school into the world around them--a world of work, culture, intellectual activity and human involvement. The future of our nation depends on providing our children with a complete education that includes music.”

-President Gerald Ford

Rentals & School Instruments

We work with several music stores to provide high quality rental instruments for our students. These stores bring the instruments to the school, pick up instruments that need repairs and provide service to our music program. We will send rental forms to you with your sign-up confirmation letter. You are also welcome to make your own arrangements with other stores for the rental or purchase of your child’s instrument. 

A VERY limited number of school instruments are available. These instruments are provided only to those students who qualify for free or reduced lunch. The instrument we are able to provide might not be your child’s first or second choice. If you are not able to rent an instrument, please contact Ms. Bowers.

We strongly recommend that all families renting instruments choose the Loss/Damage Waiver option, if that is not automatically included in the rental contract. Accidents happen, and instruments get damaged. This protects you from a large repair bill.

Summer Music

The Morris School District runs an excellent Summer Music program during the month of July. Students receive one lesson and one ensemble rehearsal every morning for a month. This equals almost as many lessons as the students get in an entire year of regular in-school instruction. Most students make a huge amount of progress during this time. Registration information will be included with your confirmation packet.
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